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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS, 


To rar LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE oF WISCONSIN: 


In compliance with the requisitions of the charter, the Regents 
of the University make this their fifth annual report, for the year 
ending December 31, 1852. 

In the discharge of the very important public trust which‘has 
been confided to their care, they have been actuated by à desire 
to make the means at their disposal, available in the highést de- 
gree, not only to the present, but to the enduring prosperity aid 
usefulness of the educational crganism of Wisconsin. 

The agency of well-endowed collegiate institutions in advancing 
science and the arts, and promoting the interests of civilization, is 
not to be measured by the numbcr of those who have personally 
shared in theiradvantages. The benefits of liberal culture, through 
the subordinate schools of instruction, through every variety of 
professional service, and through the medium of social and civil 
intercourse, become the general property of the community, and 
go to the enlargement of the body of common intelligence. — 

In the older states of this Union, the presence of the best en- 
dowed and most distinguished of our educational institutions, has 
verified and illustrated this idea, by the better general culture of 
the popular mind, and the more elevated and prosperous social 
conditions which prevail within the sphere of their influence. 

Tf such are:the incidental benefits of our higher institutions ol 
learning, even when the creations of private enterprize and mu 
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nificence, and framed-with a distinet view to the personal culture 
of the student, the University must be considered a necessary por- 
tion of any system of public instruction, and is entitled to share, 
with the common school and the academy, in the bounty of the 
state. 

This idea is obviously embodied in the enlightened legislation of 
Congress, which has consecrated a portion of the public lands in 
neh. of the new states to the support of education within her bor- 
ders; taking care to secure, by additional'grant, and a separate 
trust, the crowning benefits of a well-endowed state University. 

This grant has been extended in the shape of a power to locate 
seventy two sections of vacant land in any portion of the state open 
to entry, and to administer the same for the uses of the especial 
trust; the establishment, namely, of an institution of learning of 
the highest grade. 

Had Wisconsin located these lands at an earlier, day, with a 
more pains-taking diligence in their selection, the endowment of 
our state University would have enabled it, ere long, to rival, in 
its ample means of instruction, the richly founded and time hon- 
ored institutions of our land, and to open its doors, like the district 
school, without charge, to the youth of this and neighboring states. 

The board of Regents, since their appointment in 1848, have 
endeavored to protect the lands from waste and spoliation, and by 
an incipient organization, to create a distinct and living University 
interest, which should command a faithful administration of the 
trust and secure the integrity of the fand. These views of the 
board have been sustained by wise legislation. The lands were 
not offered in market, at the low range of prices which has, for 
temporary reasons, prevailed for two or three years past; a reap- 
praisal has been made during the past summer, on very accurate 
personal observation, and the pane are now open for entry and 
sale at a fair valuation. 

Since the 28th of October, the day on which the lands were 
offered under the new appraisal, the proceeds of sales have amount- 
ed to $21,331 84, which, added to $25,000 00 previously realized, 
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the present productive fund of the University amounts to 
$46,331 84. 

Of this sum the income of $25,000 is set apart by the commis- 
sioners of School and University lands for the payment of the 
annual interest on the loan from the school fund of the same 
amount. The interest on the residue already realized, and on the 
proceeds of all future sales, will constitute the available income 
of the institution, applicable to the support of its Faculty, the pur- 
chase of books, apparatus, and scientific collections, and the pay- 
ment of incidental expenses. There is good reason to believe that 
the sales for the current collegiate year, ending on the fourth 
Wednesday of July 1853, will amount to $50,000. It will be a 
moderate estimate, to assume that the average sales for successive 
years thereafter, will be, at least, 320,000 per annum, until the 
whole shall be taken up. i 

In justification of this assumption, it is obvious to remark, that 
lands henceforth open to entry at their present value, cannot long 
remain in market amid all the causes now in progress and in 
action to effect a rapid and decisive appreciation of farming lands 
throughout the settled counties of the state. This conclusion is 
strengthened by the consideration, that the university lands are 
offered to purchasers on very favorable terms as to time, one- 
tenth of the purchase money being required to be paid down, the 
residue suffered to lie upon the land, nominally for ten years, but 
really for an indefinite period of time, on payment of the interest 
at seven per cent. annually in advance. 

It wil be observed that under this system every sale is an 
investment; and that income accrues to the institution on the day 
of sale, and annually thereafter. 

The appraised value of all the university lands, inclusive of 
the procecds of previous sa.es, will amount to no less than 
$110,000, and the whole sum will probably be realized within 
the next five years. 

Could this entire endowment remain a productive fund, unbur- 
thened with the cost of buildings, the collegiate department could 
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be placed on a very respectable footing, and enough of income 
be reserved for the support of the normal faculty contemplated 
in the original plan of the institution. But should no additional 
building fund be provided by state or national bounty, the 
present endowment will all be required to secure to the state 
the great and essential object of the grant, namely, an institution 
ef general education of the highest grade, with suitable buildings, 
and with a competent board of instruction, having at command 
all those aids and appliances which give interest and effect to 
their labors; and which are deemed indispensable to the uid 
tability udi success of this class of institutions. : 

It has been the uniform desire of the board to be enabled, at an 
early day, to open the department of the “Theory and Practice 
of Elementary Instruction,” for the benefit of the teachers of. the 
academic and district schools of the state; to make the university 
thus directly and efficiently tributary to the cause of popular 
intelligence and virtue. The board do not entertain a doubt that 
this arrangement would prove highly advantageous to both the 
university and the school; and especially that the pian proposed 
would secure te the normal instruction of the state a higher char- 
acter than would be likely to result from any separate organiza- 
tion; and that this decisive advantage would be attended with a 
more economical outlay of the educational funds. 
~ The views of the board relative to the proper bearing of the 
normal department of the university on the system of public 
instruction for the state, were set forth at length in their second 
annual report, made to the legislature in January, 1850. The 
board have no disposition, at this time, to re-open the argument 
of that report, or to call up again the considerations urged upon 
the legislature in the reports of the succeeding two years, in favor 
of such an appropriation from the annual income of the school 
fund, as would enable .the Regents to supply the most pressing 
want of the public schools of the state, by the immediate organi- 
zation of the normal department of the university for the profes- 
sional instruction of the teachers. l 
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‘The views of the board on all these points touching the normali 
department, remain unchanged. In the present condition of the, 
university funds; however, they can do no more than to testify: 
to their readiness, now, and at any time hereafter, to organize and; 
open the same, whenever means may be placed at their disposal: 
adequate to its support, either by a suitable enlargement of the; 
proper resources of the university, or by placing the burden of its, 
support where it justly belongs, on the school fund—a burden- 
materially less than that which must press upon it, if the, state 
should adopt the policy of providing for normal instruction, by 
founding and endowing separate and distinct institutions. 

The organic law of the institution contemplates the ultimate 
establishment of schools of medicine and law in connexion with 
the uuiversity. It would be premature at this time to attempt to 
settle the plan of these departments, or to fix their relations to 
the other portions of the university system. Whether the support: 
of these professional departments shall be derived wholly from: 
tuition fees, on whether material aid be extended to them from tha: 
treasury of the university, will depend on the question whether- 
the resources of the institution shall be hereafter enlarged by ad- 
ditional grants from national or state bounty. 

Most of the professional schools ot the country derive their 
support from fees, or from specific endowments, with no recourse. 
whatever to the general fund of the several universities with 
which they are connected. The board, if limited to the present 
endowment, will be able, by a wise economy, and by an otherwise 
judicious administration of its affairs, to make the university of 
‘Wisconsiu a valuable institution of general education, honorable 
and useful to the state ; but they can hardly look forward to the. 
time when much surplus of income shall accrue for distribution 
among the professional schools by which it shall be surrounded. 

The most which can be safely promised, is, that in making up 
the university library, especial regard shall be had to the com- 
pleteness of the medical and law sections; and that in appropria- 
tions for scientifie collections, a further regard shall be had to the 
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demands of the medical school, by the supply of the apparatua. 
and the preparations which may be needful to professional illus- 
tration. It is to be hoped, however, that the resources of the uni» 
versity, enlarged by additional grants, may enable it to do still 
more than this for the schools of medicine and law. 

The hoard, in their third annual report, presented to the legis- 
lature their convictions of the policy of a public endowment in 
the state university, of an agricultural and mechanical depart- 
ment, embracing in its scope the “ Philosophy of Agriculture and 
the Useful Arts ;” and of providing, in-connexion with the de- 
partment, for a geological survey of the state. 

That a state university is complete in the round of its- profes- 
sional schools, without a department for the scientific preparation 
of the cultivator and the artizan for his position in the Social eco- 
nomy, is not, at this stage of social progress, to be admitted. The, 
application of science to the economy of production, have become. 
so extensive and so minute, and have so multiplied the productive 
power of industrial agents, that the useful arts are fairly intro- 
duced within the pale of the professions; and no wise community 
will fail to enlarge in a corresponding degree its means of profes- 
sional culture. 

The central and essential idea of an American University, is.an 
institution of general and liberal education. Around this colle- 
giate department, it has been customary, as means could be pro- 
vided, to arrange professional schools of Theology, Medicine and. 
Law. The board are of opinion that, at the present stage of social 
progress, the same principle would bring within the scope of 
University instruction, the Normal school, and the school of 
Science as applied to Agriculture and the Arts. The entire con- 
ception of an American University would thus be realized, by 
a well-endowed Collegiate Institution, surrounded by the five 
professional schools above enumerated. 

The board are aware that-any or all of these schools of pro- 
fessional instructions may exist, and have existed, separate and 
apart from the University ; but these experiments have served tæ. 
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commend the better policy, and the sounder economy of bringing 
them into beneficial proximity to the college of general science 
and literature, and to each other. Dy force of this concentration, 
the professional student will have access to the lecture rooms, the 
library, eabinet and other aids of general instruction whieh the 
University offers. The reciprocal influence of the centralinstitu- 
tion on the professional schools, and of these latter on each other, 
and the more general action of mind on mind, will secure a higher 
and broader culture than the isolated professional school can offer; 
while these better results will flow from a more economical outlay 
of educational funds. 

Actuated by these views, the munificent patrons of agriculture 
and the arts, in New England, have brought the professional 
schools which they have founded for the benefit of the cultivator 
and the artizan, withia the pale of Yale and Harvard, their most 
distinguished institutions of learning. 

The same views have induced the board to bring to the notice 
of the legislature in their last two reports, the policy of founding 
in the University a department of “The applications of Science 
to Agriculture and the Useful Arts.” The views of the board 
remain unchanged on this subject, aud they would again com- 
mend it to the favorable consideration of the legislature, with the 
assurance of their hearty co-operation in any movement to enable 
the University to assume, through an appropriate department, the 
professional education of the cultivator and the artizan. 

The Professor of Agricultural Chemistry, in such department, 
should be charged, durive those portions of the year, when not in 
actual class service, in the University, with a geological survey of 
the state, with especial reference to the quality of its soils, sub- 
jecting them to an accurate analysis, suggestive of the best mode 
and means for their specific and permanent improvement, The 
survey, however, should not be confined to the surface, but extend 
to the deposites of mineral wealth which lie below it. 

The board take leave of this subject, by the expression of the 
desire that the advantages of suclra University department may 
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be weighed intelligently against the outlay, and that the policy 
which true wisdom dictates in this behalf, may guide the counsels 
of the state. 

The board, therefore, look forward to the time, ‘not distant, 
when the resources of the University, enlarged by additional 
grants from publie or private bounty, shall be adequate to the 
support of all the professional schools which they regard as 
properly incidental to the University system. But in the adminis- 
tration of the annual income to be derived from the proceeds of 
the seminary lands invested at seven per cent., they will properly 
limit themselves to the object for which the endowment was 
especially created by the enlightened bounty of Congress, the 
establishment, namely, of an institution of learning of the highest 
grade, as a portion of the educational organism of Wisconsin. 

In the prosecution of this end, the board deem it their special 
duty to provide for a course of undergraduate instruction, as ample 
and as thorough as can be found in the leading institutions of the 
older states. This they will be able to do on sale of the seminary 
lands under the appraisal of last summer; and from this time 
onward, it is reasonably certain, thatthe income of the institution 
will be sufficient to meet its current expenditures. l 

In anticipation of these conditions, the new university edifice 
was opened for the reception of students, on the third Wednesday 
of September, 1851, and two college classes were formed. The 
first term of the second year is now in progress, with three college 
classes. The number of students for the fifteen months which 
have elapsed since the opening of the university has amounted to 
seventy-eight. Of these, during the present term, three have 
been members of the junior class; four of the sophomore class, 
and sixteen of the freshman class. The residue have been members 
of the preparatory, or of the English classes. 

The following courses of study have been established: 


I. FOR THE PREPARATORY CLASSES, 
1. English, Latin and Greek Grammar. 
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2. Cæsars Commentaries, Virgil’s /Eneid, Cicero's Select Ors 
tions.. 


8. Greek Reader or Greeea Minora. 


4. Geography, Arithmetic, and Algebra through Simple Egua- 
tions. 


IL FOR THE COLLEGE CLASSES. 


FRESHMAN Crass. 
( Roman ITistory —Livy. 

First « — Antiquities—Fisk. 
Term. | Algebra—Loomis. . 

Greek ITistorians—Xenophon, Herodotus. 

Latin Poetry, with Prosody—lIorace. 
Srconp | Geometry—Loomis. 
Term. | Greek Orators—Demosthenes, Lysias. 

* — Archeology—Fisk. 
Exercises throughout the year, in written Translation, Composi- 

tion and Declamation. 


SOPHOMORE Crass. 


Trigonometry, Logarithms. 
Ileights and Distances, Mensuration. Loomis. 
Surveying aud Leveling, with use of instrum’ts 
Classical or Modern Languages, (Fieuch)—optional. 
History, with Geography and Chionology. 
Analytical Geometry, Conic Sections, ; 
ay a ^» Dor Loomis. 
Sı herical Trigonometry and Piojections. 
Second | Rhetoric and Elocution— Whately. 
Term. | Philosophy of Language—De Sacy. 

| Roman ITi-tory—Tacitus. 

| Classical Geography and Chronology—Fisk. 


Exercises throughout the year, in English and Latin Composi- 
tion, and in Elecution. 


Fest 
‘Term. 


JUNIOR LASS. 


Mental Philosophy—Upham. 

Fmsr | Logic—Whately. 

Term. | Classical or Modern Languages, (German)—optional. 
Calculus—Mechanical Philosophy begun. 
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Mechanical Philosophy. 
Hydrostatics, Pneumatics. Olmsted. 

Electricity, Magnetism. 

Chemistry, with applications. 

Classical Languages and Literature. 
Exercises throughout the year, in composition, Declamation, 


and Forensic Debate. . 


SECOND 
TERM. 


Srntor CLASS. 


Natural Theology—Paley. 
Christian Evidences—Alexander. 
Frest | Ethics—Wayland. 
Term. | Civil Polity. 
Constitutional Law—Duer. 
Classical or Modern Languages—optional. 


Mineralogy, Geology, &c. 
Szconp | Optics and Astronomy—OlImsted. 
Term. | International Law— Kent. 

Political Economy —Say. 


Exercises throughout the year, in original Orations, and in 
Forensie Debate. 


Lectures, oralor written, from the several Chairs, during the 
course, accompanied, if the subject require it, with use of apparatus 
experiment, and exhibition of specimens, drawings and models. 

In connection with the regular classes, both in the preparatory 
and eollegiate departments, an opportunity is presented to the 
young men of the state to pursue such portions of the whole 
course as they may select. Enjoying the full instructions ren- 
dered to the regular classes, with the aids and illustrations which, 
through its ample endowments, will be át the-command of the 
university, such students will have great advantages over those 
who are pursuing the same studies elsewhere, in the publie or 
private schools of the state. 

The teachers also of such schools will find select portions of the 
course above presented, admirably adapted to the completion of 
their preparation for their work, and no portion of it without its 
favorable bearings. 
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The young farmer or artizan will find in the instructions of the 
university, the means of maturing'his judgment, cultivating his 
taste, and enlarging his knowledge of those principles which are 
essential to his profession in its present social and economical 
position. 

The candidate for the honors of the mercantile profession will 
find it greatly to his advantage to approach the engrossing duties 
of his avocation through a liberal course of university instruction. 

By thus opening the doors of the institution to young men of 
whatever destination in life, and by so arranging the course of 
study as to adapt it to the progress of the regular student, and 
at the same time to accommodate it to the wants of those whose 
membership may be occasional and temporary, the board hope to 
render the instructions of the university attractive and useful to 
the young mind of the state. 

For the means of accomplishing these important ends, the board 
look to the annual income of the seminary fund, now being real- 
ized from sales of lands, and toa small charge on each student 
for tuition, room rent, &c. The resources of the institution will 
soon be adequate to all its uses within the design thus marked out 
by the board. 

The subjects of expenditure to which these means are to be 
applied, may be arranged under three heads: 

1. The support of the board of instruction. 

9. Library, apparatus, cabinet, &e. 

8. Buildings. 

With a view to provide a sufüctent board of instruction, the 
regents have eregted by ordinance the following chairs: 

1.—Of Ethies, Civil Polity, and Political Economy ; including 

Constitutional and International Law. ‘This chair is 
occupied by the Chancellor. 

9.—Of Mental Philosophy, Logie, Rhetoric, and English Lite- 

rature. This chair has not yet becn filled. 
^ 8.—Of Ancient Languages and Literature. This chair is 
occupied by Professor O. M. Conover.. 
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4—Of Modern Languages and Literature. This chair has 
not yet been filled. 

5.—Of Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, and Astronomy.— 
This chair is occupied by Professor J. W. Sterling. 

6.—Of Chemistry and Natural History. This chair is not yet 
filled. 

The plan of organization contemplates additional tutorships, as 

they may be needed. 


The faculty at present consists of the chancellor, two professors 
and a tutor. The next scholastic year will open on the third 
Wednesday of September, with the four collegiate classes; and 
it will become necessary to fill the chair of Chemistry and Natu- 
ral History, at the meeting of the board in July. The opening 
of this department suggests again the policy of connecting with 
ita suitable public endowment for an agricultural school and 
‘model farm. But whatever disposition may be made of this 
subject by the legislature, it is the design of the board that the 
instructions of the department shall be rendered with a due 
reference to the bearings of the physical sciences on agriculture 
and the arts; in order, as far as possible, to meet the wants of 
young men destined to that class of pursuits in life. 


The chair of Mental Philosophy, Logic, Rhetoric, and English 
Literature will be filled as soon as the finances of the institution 
will permit; probably as early as the beginning of the collegiate 
year 1874-5. The opening of this department will greatly en- 
large the present means of the university to meet the wants of 
teachers’ classes, and of young men generally who desire to 
pursue a select English course. 

While the chair of Modern Languages and Literature remains 

vacant, instruction in French and German will be rendered by 

the Professor of Ancient Languages and by a tutor. 

It will be observed that these languages are made a part of the 
regular undergraduate course. The junior and sophomore classes 
are now receiving instruction in German in course; and the 
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French will come up in turn next year. Tlie chair will be filled 
by a permanent officer at no distant day. 

The chancellor and these several heads of departments, with 
ihe requisite number of tutors, will compose the faculty of the 
university ; and their support will constiute the main item of an. 
nual expenditure. 

The annualincrease of the library ; apparatus, philosophieal and 
chemical; cabinet of minerals, and collections in other branches of 
natural science, will receive the proper attention of the board, as 
the means at command will permit. 

The library, consisting of about one thousand volumes, has eon- 
tinued to receive accessions during the past year from public and 
private bounty. ‘The generous donation by senator Dodge in 1851, 
has been followed up by subsequent attentions; and acknowledg- 
ments are due for favors from the representative from this district, 
and the other members of our delegation in both houses of Con 
gress. Contributions have been made by the trade, and by indi 
viduals. Such favors have their value; but, by no means obviate 
the necessity of relying, mainly, on the treasury for the supply ol 
books. 

Contributions of an interesting character continue to be made to 
the cabinet of specimens in mineralogy. H. A. Tenney, Esq. to 
whose generous agency the institution is indebted, mainly, for the 
very handsome collection already made, has accepted the invita- 
tion of the board to resume the curatorship of the cabinet, which 
office he will continue to hold till the chair of “ chemistry and 
natural history” shall be filled. A small appropriation for the 
benefit of the cabinet has been placed in his hands; and all speci- 
mens intended for the university collection, will be properly direct- 
ed to his care. The report of the curator containing interesting 
and valuable information, will be found in the appendix. 

The Herbarium, containing specimens of the flora of Wisconsin, 
ja in a state of perfect preservation. | 

On the improvement of the finances of the university, suitable 
portions of the income will be set apart for the purpose of enlarg- 
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ing the collections already made, and of providing othersin the 
different branches of natural science. 

Appropriations for philosophical and chemical apparatus must 
be made during the coming yéar. Instruction in natural philoso- 
phy in regular course has already commenced, and instiuments, 
essential to the illustration of the principles of mechanies, and other 
branches of natural science embraced in the department, are in 
present demand. Insstrumoents of use in surveying, civil engineer- 
ing, and field operations generally, must be provided to meet the 
wants of the classes. The chemical department, which will be 
opened next year, will require apparatus and material for a full 
course of experiments. And finally the construction of an obser- 
vatory, and the furnishing of it with suitable apparatus for astro- 
nomieal observation, will make a heavy draft on the resources of 
the institution. i 

It is the settled purpose of the board, to spare no pains nor ex- 
pense within their means, to render these several aids of instruc- 
tion, all that the uses of the departments require, and altogether 
worthy of a well-endowed institution of learning. 

In consideration of the outlay which is necessary to organize 
such an institution, and the annual drafts on its income indicated 
above, it is quite obvious that no building, trenching on the avail- 
able income of the fund, should be erected, unless clearly needful 
to the educational uses for which the trust was originally created ; 
and the buildings erected should be strictly subordinate and adapt- 
ed to these uses; should be plain and substantial, constructed with 

'a taste too severe to sacrifice utility to ornament. 

In the full recognition of these very important considerations, it 
is, nevertheless, the judgment of the board that the essential inter- 
ests of the university will be best promoted by the erection, during 
the spring and summer of 1853, of the second dormitory building : 
on the foundation already laid. 

In the present building no adequate provision can be made for 
a laboratory, and other wants of the chemical department. Addi- 
tional publie rooms will be needed for the cabinet and other col- 
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lections in natural science; and it is not to be doubted that, when 
all the college classes shall have been formed, when the additional 
department shall have been opened, and instruction shall be ren- 
dered in chemistry and natural history, the enlargement of the 
number of the students will imperatively demand a corresponding 
increase of rooms for their accommodation. It is the opinion of 
the board, therefore, that the second dormitory building should be 
completed next year. 

The cost of the structure will be about $16,000, the interest on 
which sum will be withdrawn from the available annualincome of 
the university. As the capital fund of the university is loaned at 
seven per cent. the board are not disposed to pay a higher rate of 
interest than this, for the means it may be necessary to borrow for 
the purpose of the completion of the new edifice. They would, 
therefore, submit, to the legislature, the proposition to authorize 
by law a loan to the requisite amount, from the principal of the 
school fund. No possible investment of the school monies could 
be imagined, more safe than this; and on none can the interest be 
realized so certainly and promptly. As the commissioners of the 
School and University lands have charge of both funds, the inter- 
est account between the funds will be annually adjusted before 
the balance of income will be paid over to the treasurer of the 
board of Regents. 

After providing for the erectton of this second edifice, it is the 
determination of the board, from which they will probably see no 
cause to depart, to appropriate to building purposes, nothing more 
f rom resources derived from the sales of the seminary lands. The- 
balance of the fund will proye to be barely a sufficient provision 
for the support of the faculty and the accumulation of those aid s 
of instruction which are essential to the success and the respe ct- 
ability of the instit 4 tion. 

The remaining structures contemplated in the original plan, as 

ettled by the board, must look for their completion to additional 


ants from national or state bounty, 
For a proper understanding of the fiscal affairs of the board 
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they would refer to the treasurer's report in the appendix, and 
would invite the attention of the legislature to its details. — 

The whole out-lay made by the board, including the loan from 
the school fund, in originating and organizing the institution, and 
sustaining it to its present point progress, is about $30,000 ; while, 
on the other hand, the resources of the board consisting, aside from 
money due on contract, of buildings, grounds, and village lots, 
cannot be estimated at less than $35,000; and the last two items 
of property are constantly appreciating in value. 

The annualreports of the standing committees of the board, and 
communications of its officers, will be found in the appendix. 

It is with high gratification that the board, with the ordinary 
labor and with the somewhat more than the ordinary embarrassment 
attending new enterprises of this character, have been enabled to 
carry forward this state school to its present position. The Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin is now in successful operation, with appoint- 
ments sufficient to answer all present educational demands, while 
the condition of its finances justifies the pleasing anticipation that 
the increasing capabilities of the institution will keep pace with 
the future growth of the state. In the strength of this conviction ' 
the board would invoke the fosteriag care of the constituted au- . 
thorities of the state whose institution it is, and invite the candid 
attention of their fellow citizens to its claims for general patronage: 
and support. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


J. H. LATHROP, JOHN H. ROUNTREE, 
HIRAM BARBER, RUFUS KING, 

JOHN BANNISTER, ELEAZER ROOT, 
ALONZO WING, N. W. DEAN, 

J. D. RUGGLES, E. B. WOLCOTT, 
SIMEON MILLS, A. HY ATT SMITH, 


GODFREY AIGNER, 
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APPZNDIX A. 
CHANCELLORS COMMUNICATION. 


Univensiry, January 19, 1858. 
GENTHI MEN or TUE BOARD cr Recent: 

The third term of the collegiate department of the university 
of Wisconsin is now in progress. Since its opening in the new 
edifice, eighty students have availed themselves of its instruc- 
tions; and a decided increase of the number of entries may be 
reasonably expected from this time onward. The condition of 
the finances of the institution will justify the early erection of 
another building; the opening of additional departments of in- 
struetión; and a decided annual increase of books, philosophical 
and chemical apparatus, cabinet, and other educational means 
and ‘appliances. i 

The collegiate year is divided into two terms of twenty weeks 
each; beginning, ist, on the third Wednesday of September; 
2nd, on the second Wednesday of March. 

The tuition fee is ten dollars per term, payable in advance.— 
Students who board and lodge with their friends in town, are 
required to be presentin the publie rooms six hours each day ; 
and are charged each one dollar per term for use of the same, 
with fuel, sweeping, &c. 

Students occupying separate rooms fur study, lodging, &c., in 
the building, have been charged thus far, in addition to the tuition 
fee, five dollars for use of room, without the contingent fee, as 
above; making the eharge to tbe re-idents in the building, in- 
cluding the tuition fee, S15 per term. 

It is obvious that the receipts irofn students, over and above 
the tuition fee, ought to be at least suficient to pay the services 
of the janitor aud the cost of fuel. Fiom a comparison of the 
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receipts and disbursements of the treasury, it is apparent that to 
residents a charge of six dollars per term, together with the con- 
tingent fee fur the public rooms, would not be more than sufficient 
to pay expenses. If the board should see fit to take this view of 
the subject, and increase the charge to each resident $2 per term, 
it would still be very moderate compared with the most reason- 
able charges for that class of accommodations in private houses. 
The price of fuel alone would cover the university charge. I 
would recommend the subject to the consideration of the board. 

Books for class uses may be obtained in Madison on reasonable 
terms; not much, if at ail, in advance of Milwaukee and Chicago 
prices. 

Students resident in the building may obtain board in private 
families at from $1 50 to $2 per week. Several members of the 
institution, with a view to a still further reduction of this item of 
expenditure, provide their own material, and take their meals in 
the building; the cost to such does not exceed eighty cents per 
week. 

The whole expense of membership, exclusive of clothing, books, 
and travel will, therefore, vary from $75 to $110 per annum. It 
may safely be asserted that no educational institution in the 
country offers the advantages of liberal culture on more favorable 
terme. 

The first scholastic year, 1851-2, opened with the two lower 
collegiate classes, while a majority of the whole number of stu- 
dents were members of the preparatory and English departments. 
The faculty for that year consisted of the chancellor and profes- 
sors of mathematics and languages. 

The advancement of the above collége classes in course, and 
the admission of a new freshman class, called for a corresponding 
enlargement of the faculty for this year, 1852-3. A tutor was 
accordingly added to the instructional force of the institution. 

The next year will open on the third Wednesday of September 
proximo, with the full complement of college classes. An addi- 
tional officer will accordingly be indispensable; and as the senior 
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class of that year will be entitled to instruction in chemistry, 
mineralogy and geology, the vacant chair of Physical Sciences 
must be filled at or before the close of the present year, ending 
the fourth Wednesday of July. Sufficient apparatus and chemical 
material must be purchased for a full course of experiments, and 
a lecture room must be provided and furnished. Some additional 
outlay should be made for philosophical apparatus, and for the 
enlargement of the library and cabinet. 


It is believed that the revenues of the university will be suff- 
cient for the accomplishment of all these objects, as early as the 
exigencics of the institution shall require, provided its means at 
command be not diverted to building purposes. It is quite ob- 
vious, however, that the want of an additional dormitory building 
will be severely felt from and after the beginning of the next col- 
legiate year. The increasing patronage of the institutiou will re- 
quire additional accommodations for resident students ; while, on 
the other hand, public rooms in the present edifice are barely suffi- 
cient for present uses, and no adequate provision can be made in 
it for the chemical department. 


If, then, a loan can be effected of the sum of $16,000 at seven per 
cent. interest, I am prepared to recommend the completion of the 
second edifice on the foundation already laid. The first year's in- 
terest on the loan, if effected abroad, would not accrue till the 
spring and sumuer of 1854; by which time I regard it as morally 
certain that the income, arising from interest on lands sold, will be 
sufficient to enable the institution to moet the annualinterest on 
its whole indebtedness, and pay current expenditures. A loan 
from the capital of the school fund, although the interest would be 
required in advance, would be more eligible as we should proba- 
bly obtain better terms as to time. 


Afrer the completion of the second dormitory building, I shall 
not be disposed to recommend the application of any farther por- 
‘tion of the present endowment to building purposes. The balance 
will be barely sufficient for a permanent productive fund, the in- 
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come of which should be devoted to the maintenance of the facul- 
ty, and the increase of the library and other aids of instruction. 

The seminary lands, having been re-appraised during the last 
summer, and being henceforth sulject to entry at their present 
fair valuation, will probably all be taken up within the next five 
years. But itis obviously, now, and will continue to be from this 
time onward, the interest of the institution, to hasten the sales; 
and it has been suggested that this object may be effected, by for- 
warding plats of seminary lands to some general agent in each 
county in which the lands lie, with instructions to find purchasers, 
and charge ordinary commissi_ns for the service. The adoption 
of some efficient means of bringing their lands to the notice of 
emigrants and capitalists, is certainly very desirable. 

The institution, in its internal conditions, is approximating to- 
wards a mature and settled character. Its course of study is am- 
ple, and has been selected with care. An elevated standard of 
scholarship is maintained—the internal regulations of the institu" 
tion have been reduced to system, and are well understood—merif 
rolls are carefully kept, and the standing of each student in “ de- 
portment" and * scholaship," is entered, at the close of each term, 
on the permanent records of the University. The system of disci- 
pline is intended to embody those appliances which are conserva- 
tive of the character and the feelings of young men, and to render 
the severer forms of discipline unnecessary. 

In extending the patronage of the University, the faculty rely on 
the active personal influence of members of the board in their 
respective neighborhoods and throughout the sphere of their 
acquaintance, as well as on the wisdom and beneficence of their 
corporate action. 

In conclusion, I would respectfully tender to the board my con- 
gratulations on the progress and prospects of the institution. Its 
financial crisis being past, our future labors for its prosperity will 
be comparatively disembarrassed and hopeful. 

Ihave the honor to be, gentlemen, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. H. LATHROP. 
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APPENDIX B. 
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


Universiry or WISCONSIN, 
January 19, 1853. 
To tut Boarp or Recents: 

In compliance with the by-laws, the executive committee re- 

spectfully l 
REPORT: 

That they have held regular meetings on the first Monday of 
every montun, and special meetings at intervening times, when 
the accumulation of business demanded the attention of the com- 
mittee. 

At thee meetings, the accounts rendered against the institu- 
tion have been audited; and on such as have been allowed, war- 
rants have been issued by the secretary, in accordance with the 
1 y- laws. 

Atl the warrants taken up by the treasurer, prior to the date of 
last report, were cancelled by order of the committee; and the 
sume course will be pursued annually hereafter, on full settlement 
with the treasurer, and report of the auditing committee. 

The opinion, whieh has been widely prevalent, that the price 
of board in Maison might prove a serious drawback to the pros- 
perity of the institution, has been found on experienee to be 
wholly unfounded. Students who room in the university build- 
ing, are able to obtain board in the immediate vicinity, at all 
seasons of the year, at 81 50 per week. Some members of the 
institution, with an eye to greater economy, provide supplies for 
themselves, at a cost less than two-thirds the above sum. 

The two furnaces originally erected, proved insufficient, in the’ 
cold of winter, for the warming of the whole building. In ex- 
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treme weather it was found necessary to close some’ of the study 
rooms, and confine the heat to the others. Two additional fur- 
naces were constructed in March last. It is believed that suf- 
cient heat will be generated by the four to answer the purposes 
of the institution in this behalf. l 

The faculty of the university, as at present constituted, consists 
of the Chancellor ; Professor J. W. Sterling, of the Department of 
Mathematics; Professor O. M. Conover, of the Department of 
Languages; ànd S. H. Carpenter, Tutor. 

The number of students in attendance on the instructions of the 
university, during the past year, has amounted to 78. Of these, 
three are members of the junior clgss—three of the sophomore— 
and sixteen of the freshmen. Several of the remainder are in a 
course of preparation for the next freshman class, which by acces- 
sions during the year, will be likely to exceed the nnmber of the 
present class. . 

In connexion with the preparatory and collegiate classes, an op- 
portunity is offered to young men desirous of pursuing select 
portions of the course, of availing themselves of the advantages 
of membership in the university. 

This elass of students has already been considerable, and is des- 
tined to be largely increased when this feature of the university ` 
system shall become more generally known. 

In the absence of normal schools, specially designed for the pro- 
fessional preparation of teachers for their high vocation, this class 
of young men will find it greatly to their advantage to make that 
preparation in connexion with the university. 

As the next collegiate year will open with the four regular 
classes, an additional officer will be required to render instruction 
to the Seniors in Chemistry and the other Physical Sciences ; and 
the needful apparatus must be procured for this desatenent and 
that of Natural Philosophy. l 

In the absence of schools specially designed for instruction in 
the Philosophy of Agriculture and the Useful Arts, the advan- 
tages which the opening of these departments -will offer, will at- 
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tract to the lecture rooms of the University, the future cultivator 


and artizan. 

In view of the probable enlargement of the number of pupils, 
after the organization of all the college classes, and the filling up 
of the several chairs of instruction, the policy of proceeding to 
the erection of the second dormitory building becomes quite ap- 
parent. It cannot be deferred another year, without serious in- 
convenience and detriment to the Institution. 

It is believed that the sales of Seminary lands, under the late 
appraisal, as directed by the law of last session of the legislature 
will be sufficiently rapid and ample to justify the erectien of that 
building next year, on the foundation already laid; and that the 
income of the balance willbe thereafter sufficient to provide for 
the current expenditures of the Institution. 

The committee are fully persuaded that the necessities of the 
Institution require the completion of this second dormitory build- 
ing, at the earliest possible day; but are equally clear that the 
board must look to other sources of income than the increase of 
the present seminary fund, for the still farther prosecution of its 
plan of building and improvement. The completion of the two 
dormitory buildings will, under the recent appraisal of the semi- 
nary lands, leave sufficient means for the support of a Collegiate 
Institution of the highest grade, and one worthy of the state; but 
not so, if any thing further be subtracted from it for building, or 
for other uses than the endowment of the Professorships, the 
supply of apparatus, library and scienti0c collections, and the 
provision for the necessary current expenditures of the Institu- 
tion. 

Agreesbly to the statutes of the University, the Secretary of 
the board has kept a separate record of the proceedings of the 
committee, which they herewith report for consideration and 
approval. 

All which is respectfully submitted. . z 
J. H. LATHROP, 


Chairman of Committee. 
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APPENDIX. ©. 
REPORT OF BUILDING COMMITTEE. 


Untversiry or WISCONSIN, 
- January 19, 1853. 
To raz Boarp or REGENTS: 
The building committee, in accordance with the provisions of 
the eleventh section of the by-laws, respectfully 


REPORT: : 

That in default of means applicable to the erection of a second 
dormitory building, the foundation of the same, which was laid 
some eighteen months ago, remains without a superstructure. 
Care has been taken to keep it in a perfect state of preservation. 

This edifice will be needed for University purposes next year, 
and it is to be hoped that means will be placed at the disposal of 
the committee to commence the superstructure early in the 
spring, with a view to its completion by the first of December, 
1853. 

The college building already erected, is in full occupation. It 
proves to be well adapted to its uses and is carefully preserved 
from damage. 

The grounds, comprising about fifty acres, are enclosed with a 
permanent fence, and are in process of improvement from year to 
year. A fine natural undergrowth of oak and hickory has been 
preserved, and some six hundred ornamental and shade trees, 
chiefly elm, maple and locust, have been planted. 

It is the purpose of the committee to make an additional planta- 
tion in the spring, of fruit trees, and to adopt such measures, at all 
times, in the improvement of the University site, as taste and 
judgment may seem to require, and shall be within the means at 
| their disposal. 
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In discharge of their duties, semi-annually, as inspeetors of thi 
building, the committee have satisfaction to be able to report that 
in its use and occupation, instances of damage have been com 
paratively rare. The condition of the premises speak well of thi 
character and conduct of the occupants. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
J. H. LATIIROP, 
S. MILLS, 
N. W. DEAN, 
Committee. 


APPENDIX D. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 


To rug Boarp or Recents: 

The undersigned, treasurer of said board would respectfully 
report that during the year A. D. 1852, there has been received 
into the treasury of the university, the following sums of money, 
viz: 3 
From the treasurer on account of income fund - $650 00 
From students for tuition and room rent - - 948 96 
From tuition and room rent due previous to last report 114 25 - 
From loan of J. D. Ledyard, less commission of Messrs. 


Coman, Lothrop & Co. N. Y. - - - 44980 00 

From commission on account of sales of village lots 
and collections - - - - - 2,904 88 
From premium on exchange of funds - - - 6 50 
Balance in treasury last year - - - - 93 
Total - - - - - $9,605 02 

Ihave paid out in redemption of orders and indebted- 
ness of the board - - - - - $8,480 27 
Balance in treasury — - - - - - $1,124 75 


Vouchers for each and every item of disbursements are herewith 
submitted, for the examination and final action of the board 
thereon. 

There is now due for tuition and room rent up to the close of 
the 7th term, July 98, 1852, the sum of eighty dollars. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SIMEON MILLS, 


Treasurer. 
Manizon, December 31, 1852. 
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APPENDIX E. 
REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE. 


The undersigned, ex officio auditing committee of the board of 
regents, would report that we have this day compared the warrants 
in the hands of the treasurer, with the records, papers and vouchers 
on file in the office of the secretary of said board, and also with 
the account of said treasurer for disbursements thereon; and find 
the same in all respects correct and true. 


J. H. LATHROP. 
J. T. CLARK, 


Minrsow, January 24, 1853. 
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APPENDIX F. 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER. 


To rae Board or REGENTS or tax Unrversrry OF WISCONSIN : 
The undersigned commissioner for the sale of lots in the uni- 
versity addition to the village of Madison, respectfully 
. REPORTS: 
, That since the 24th day of December, A. D. 1851, the date of 
my last annual report, I have sold lots as follows, to wit: 


w 
o Amount of | Amount 
Date. Lot. |S To whom sold. UN paid. 
1851. 
De. 25, 10|16|Jonathan Larkin - ^ - si $25 00| $25 00 
81, 11| 8| William McKay - - - "50 00; 50 00 
1852. 
Jan. 16, 3, 4| 1|Joseph Vroman  - - - 120 | 120 00 
Feb. 5, 1, 2| 1;/Same - - - - 120 00 82 00 
16, 4|16|E. O. Vamel - - - 56 00; 17 00 
March 1, 8]16/Mathew Roaeh  - - - 50 00j 719 00. 
April 8, 4, 517 F. G. Tibbits - = = 70 00; 70 00 
18, 8| 8|E.S. Oakley - - - 50 00| 50 00 
24, 2111|Mary Duffy JE 20 00; 20 00 
May 1, 8! 7 | 
1,|. 5,6|16/Ànn Maria Seymour - - 150 00| 150 00 
10, li?! William Harter - - -~ | 40 00! ( pid f 
10, 2|17|\James Dawson - - - 40 00] j; “h dc 
10, . $j7|Garland Fleener - - - 40 00| } 1.39898 
10, 8|11|Alex. McBride -  - - 40 oo] | tee 
19,/6,7,817J. H. Lathrop ~- .- - 100 00, 100 60 
June 7, 8|16James Dowling - - - 50 00| 19 83 
7, 9|16|Thomas McGlynn - - 50 00| 19 00 
Ti 6, 4L.P. Decker - -> 100 00 


| | po $741 83 
Making the number of lots sold, twenty-five, and the total 
amount of sales one thousand one hundred and sixty-five dollars, 
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and the total amount received upon said sales, seven hundred forty 
one dollars aud eighty three cents, from which I have deducted 
five per cent. commission for selling and collecting, fifty-eight 
dollars and twenty-five cents, which has been paid into the trea- 
sury of the university. 

There has, also, been paid to me on sales previously made the 
following sums of money, to wit: 


- 


l 
1852. | 
January 3,| By J. H. Lathrop - - - . $116 50 
3, B. F. Hopkins - 5 - E 290 41 
February 7, John Catlin - - - : AT 56 
March — 8,, J. H. Lathrop - - - : 100 00 
April 9, Charles Foot - - - - 35.67 
6, Mary Kellogg - - - - 29 48 
29, J. W. Sterling - z - s 53 00 
May 3, G P. Delaplaine - - - - 196 00 
3, | J. W. Sterling - - - - 106 00 
3, | a D. E. Hopkius - - - 120 83 
3, i Joseph Fox - - - " 97 38 
3, E. L. Varney - - 5 - 183 61 
4, J. II. Lathrop - - - - 54 89 
15, Same - - - - - 202 17 
June — 17, Hophni Daniels - - r 2 35 00 
August 2, C. Zwickey - - - d 84 66 
10, M. Flanagan - - - - 8 50 
26, Demming Fitch - - - - 56 93 
28, A. Atterton - - - - 100 00 
October 11, John Conklin - - - - 50 00 
29, John Howregan  - - - - 50 00 
Novembr 9, A. W. Dickerson - - - 86 06 
15, John Duffy - - - 15 25 
22,1 L. Beattie - 2 - - 59 90 
**^ 29, | Thomas Heran - - - | 41 40 
! — — 
i 
Total - - - - - $2,220 80 


To which add amount received on sales 


Making a total of - g 


which has been paid inte the treasury of the university. 


683 58 


- $2,904 38 


With the concurrence of the executive committee I have sold 
four lots, und received in payment therefor four hundred and six 
teen maple and eim trees, plauted out upon the university grounds. 
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There are thirty-five lots now remaining unsold, and two other lots 
which have been sold and one paynient made, have been forfeited, 
and no further payment is expected | to be made. 
All of which is resp m ‘submitted. 
r SIMEON, MILLS; Gorua 
Madison, Dec. 81, 1859. 


APPENDIX G, m 
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"REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


Hon. Jxo. H. Larsror, President Board of Regents, &e. 


The following books have been added to the Library during the 
past year: 

Orations and Speeches of Edward Everett, 2 vols. Presented by 
the author. 

Report of Geological Survey of Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, &oc., 
by David Dale Owen. Presented by Hon. Henry Dodge. 

Illustrations of same. Presented by Hon. Henry Dodge. 

Fiscal History of Texas. Presented by Hon. Henry Dodge. 

Outlines of English Literature, by Thos. B. Shaw, B. A. 

The Classical Manual, by Jas. S. S. Baird. 

Elements of Grammar, by Dr. Leonhan Sehmitz, F. R. S. E. 

Virgil, by same. — , 

Public Documents—44 vols. Presented by Congress. 

Life and Works of John Adams. 

Some additional books have come to hand, but have not yet 
been numbered and arranged. 

The whole number of volumes now in the Library is 
a large part of which are useful only as books ofreference; and of 
the rest, there are but few of the kind most needed by students of 
the University. 

The Regents will see the importance of procuring, as soon as 
practicable, sch standard works as should be at the command of 
every student. 

Additional cases are needed in the library room, for the proper 
arrangement of the books we now have. 

Respectfully, yours, &c. 
J. W. STERLING, Librarian. 

Madison, Wis. Jan. 19, 1853. 


APPENDIX H. 
REPORT OF THE CURATOR OF THE CABINET. 


Drar Sm—1 take pleasure in reporting the Cabinet of the Uni- 
versity in a prosperous condition. Addi ions to its specimens have 
been frequent during the year, many of them rare and valuable. 
It is apparent that a continuous effort only is necessary to secure 
such a collection as will be worthy of the growing importance of 
the institution and the state. : 

If arrangen.ents could be made whereby either the state or uni- 
versity could secure a part of the collections made by the United 
States Geological Surveyors in the northern and western portions 
of Wisconsin, it would add materially to the value of the cabinet. 
I see no good reason why the general government might not co- 
operate with he states in such surveys and thus secure greater 
and more permanent benefit to the people at large than is at pres- 
ent accomplished. Starting from the New York surveys as a 
standard, it is evident that all others must be conducted with more 
or less reference to them, and taking the reconnoisances of Owen n 
Wisconsin, and that of Stansbury through to the Great Salt Lake 
region recently made, the report of which has been published, the 
intimate geologicalrelation of this whole vast region is at once ap- 
parent and striking; and illustrates most strongly the importance of 
a thorough acquaintance with the characteristic fossil remains of 
the paleozoic rocks of the United States. A .urvey of the lacus- 
trine region about the head waters of the Mississippi river has been 
proposed, and should it be ordered by Congress, promises impor- 
tant contributions to geological science. Cannot some method be 
devised by which the university and other cabinets of the state 
n ay be enriched by the past, and proposed-surveys of the general 
government ? i 
A circular has been received from Col. E. Jewett, of Utica, N. 
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Y. proposing to furnish specimens of the principal fossils from all 
the rocks within the state, on very moderate terms. I recommend 
that an appropriation of $100 or $200 be made, for the purchase 
of suites of these valuable fossils, and to pay the expense of trans- 
portation to this place. 

Particular thanks are due to a number of liberal minded gentle- 
men for contributions to the cabinet during the past'year. Among 
these I will mention ‘he names of Hon. Alonzo Wing, Prof. E. 
Daniels, W. K. Baker, and M. M. Seabolt, Esq. 

No expense ha- been incurred for collections during the year. 
The total liabilities incurred for all purposes amount only to the 
sun of $13 75, for which an appropriation is asked. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
H. A. TENNEY, 
Curator. 


Hon. J. H. Lathrop, Chancellor, University. 


